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 Thank you Madam Chair, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the African Group on agenda 
item 166: Financing of the African Union-United Nations Hybrid Operation in 
Darfur for the period from 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015. 

We would like to thank Mr. Chandru Ramanathan, Officer In-Charge, 
of the Office of Programme Planning, Budget and Accounts as well as          
Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chair of the Advisory Committee for introducing 
respective reports on this important agenda item. 

Let me first express the African Group’s serious concerns regarding 
late submission of the documentation related to this important agenda item. It 
is unfortunate that a complex mission of this size and level of resources is 
being introduced with only a few days before the Committee concludes its 
deliberations.   

The Group also shares concerns of the Advisory Committee on the 
quality of report and delay in providing written responses. This Group has 
voiced its views in this regard numerous times during the session and it is 
our understanding that the Secretary General is taking some serious actions 
to address the problems. 

 

Madam Chair, 

With regard to the performance for the period of 2013/2014 the Group 
has taken note that the Operation incurred actual expenditure in the amount 
of US$ 1.3 billion representing about 95 per cent of the appropriations. The 
Group has also taken note of the information related to performance of the 
Operation at the current period including those related troop reimbursement 
and payment for contingent owned equipments (COE). We would like to 
emphasize the need for timely reimbursement for troops, COE as well as 
settlement of claims as a matter of priorities. 
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Madam Chair, 

The African Group notes that, the Secretary-General is proposing a 
budget estimates for the Operation for period 2014/2015 in the amount of 
US$ 1.2 billion, a reduction of about US$ 129 million representing 9.6 per cent 
from the previous appropriation. The Group has a serious concern on the 
arbitrary reduction of the budget for this Operation which we consider as the 
cost cutting exercise and may impact negatively on mandates delivery. 

The Group will be seeking specific clarification on a number of issues 
contained in the proposed budget including those related to re-organization 
in some structures, staffing reduction for about 24 per cent, implementation 
of quick impact projects as well as other key elements related to mandate 
delivery. 

 

Madam Chair, 

The Group notes that by its resolution 2173(2014) the Security Council 
extended the mandate of the Operation to focus its activities in the new 
strategic priorities namely (a) the protection of civilians, delivery of 
humanitarian assistance and the safety and security of humanitarian 
personnel ( b) the mediation between the Government of the Sudan and the 
non-signatory armed movements on the basis of the Doha Document for 
Peace in Darfur, while taking into account ongoing democratic 
transformation at the national level; and (c) support to the mediation of 
community conflict, including through measures to address its root causes, in 
conjunction with the United Nations country team. The Group therefore 
emphasizes the need for the Mission to continue to align its activities in line 
with these priorities.  

The Group has further taken note again with serious concern on the 
three different phased approaches of the strategic review including the 
civilian component. The Group is concerned that the Security Council 
continued to encroach the mandate of the General Assembly on some 
administrative elements including on the civilian component. We emphasize 
the need for each body to respect its own prerogatives. 

 

Madam Chair, 

In conclusion and mindful of the time constraint in the session the 
African Group would like to assure you of our continued cooperation and 
readiness to engage constructively in our deliberations during the informal 
consultations with the aim of concluding this item in a timely manner. 

I thank you. 


